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PROBLEM
25X1A8a

Request was made by Chief,- 13 May 1952 for general
information on current conditions in Lithuania with special reference
to living conditions, collective farms, economic conditions , Fartisan
activitiss, and political changes. 1) ..

SCOPs AND LIMITATIONS 25X1C10b

SUMMARY

The following conclusions may be made ,aaﬁp result of the survey:

_ Zconomic and living conditions, although far below the pre-
war level, appear to be relatively good. Food and clothing
ars available in limited quantities. Partisan activity is
continuing on a limited scale but with decreasing vigor.
Although the collective farm system has greatly reduced the
acrsage of sach individual farmer, those who Joined have
adjusted quite well to the change and appear to bes better off
than those who resisted the movement,.
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‘Ic Living and Beonomie Conditions 25X1X6

A r:ports that as of July 1950, living
conditions in Lithuanian urban areas wers generally good, but 1/
that in general the standard is lower than before World War II.
In contrast to the scarcity of goods which once prevailed, shops
are now able to fill ordinary needs, though the qualit.y of goods
on sale is inferior to pre-war standards.
_ oy, _

A Lithuanian emigre report%hat even though .economic con-
ditions have lmproved considerably since the introduction of the
Soviet currency reform in December 1947, worry over ona great
problem is unceasing, that is, how to survive the Soviet occupa-
tion. Nationals are in constant fear of traps, and no cne is
aever sure whether or not the person speaking to him is an agent-
provocateur whose purpose is to ascertain hies attitude toward
questions asked, and later report to the authorities.

. Until 1951 a gonsa of security was wholly absent, and pet»p]l,e
lived in constent fear of deportation, a calamity from which thsie
‘1s no escape once the individual has been so designated.

Migration from rural to urban centers is large, especially
since establishment of collectivization and the currency reform,
both of which affected the farmer adversely ™ Townspeople earn
much more than farmers, and it is for this reason that people from
rural districts, espscially young people, migrate to the towns to
find employment., Many relatives of Partisans are also moving into
towns to avoid risk of deportation.

Reecent reports indicate that social customs are changingﬁy
People in rural districts no longer organize dancing evenings as
they did before the war. This is partly due to Partlsan orders, and
there sesms to be no mood for dancing as result. On the other hand,
dances are organized in urban centers, but these are mostly attended -
by Russians. People generally are quiet, and appear to avoid conver-
sations except with those in whom they have complete confidence.
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Village people dress much as in the past, ‘but they are far
worse off financiully since the curreficy reform was instituted,
Psasants drink as they did befors the war, but less than during
the German occupation. They producé’ "Schnapps" or "Samogon" for
their own use, but not for sale. "The penalty for selling a
bothle of Samogen is one year's imprisonment; if a still is
discovered the sentencs is five Years,

_ Until 1949, Communist propaganda among the peasants was weak,
but it has since been intensified. For this purposs, teachers frog
the towns were employed (Party members) and a system of patronagse
of cellective farms by town offices, factories, secondary schodls,
and universiti§§@ was used, but until 1951 much of this was still
unimplemented. _ ' _ %

Laborers work eight hours a day, six days a wesk, and receive
pay for overtime work. -Apparently even administration officials
work an eight-hour, six-day week. Most ?§Xicials are new, though
some of the old ones have been retained.

- A Lithuanian emigre reported in April l95lj¥gat the Russians
in Lithuania form a privileged class and 1ive well. This is
especiully true of office employees, members of the Communist Party,
and specialists. Russian factory directors give spacial favors.

Lo Russians, if the factory director is a Lithuanian, his assistant
is almost always a Russian, whose authority is actually greater
than that of his Lithuanian superior. Factory workers include
nany Russians, especially women, who establish redidence in-
Lithuania because living conditions are better than in Russia.

Throughout 1950 the number of persons employed increased
steadily in all parts of the country, and by the end of that
year total employnent was 11% greater than in 1949. Increase
in real wages was also marked during the year,

The monthly salary of an averags amprker is about 250-300 rubles,
with higher rates for the profeasionsggpﬂoctors and dentists receive
low salaries and may practice privately only after their working
day in hospitals or clinies has been completed,
It was obssrved in 1950 that nearly all the olﬁéﬁactories in
Kaunds had been rebuilt and were again in operation®Only emall
workshops or repair shops atill remain in private hands, and
evidently no new factories have been built since the war., Disci-
pline in the factories is severe.if a worker is late or takes a
day off without sufficient cause, he is penalized or dismissed,
People fear the sgcurity police so much that they take no part in
sabotage or subwersive activities; but if there should be a revolu~
tion, the majority of workers would turn against the Communists.
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Groups of Lithuanian Conmunists Are being sent to work in
Latvian factories for periods of fr@ﬁ three to six months.
Latvian Communists, on the other hefid, have been assigned as
deputy chiefs of Party organizatlons in various branches of the
Lithuanian factoriss, and after six months they return to Latvia.
Tha purpose of thess mutual exchanges seeams to be that inasmuch
a8 the Communists are Party nsmbers first and Lithuanian or
Latvian second, they should learn about conditlions of work in all
Soviet republics in order to qualify for the jobs which might be
agsigned them by the Party in any locality. These exchanges of
Communists which occurred from September to November 1951 wers
the first step in an inter-exchange of citizens among the varioue
non=Russian Eﬁsyblica, & method of "denationalizing" various
populations. S

It has been reportedhat by July 1950, all large apartmsnt
houses had been nationalized. The rent for apartments such as these,
consieting of thrse roons, kitchen and bath was 40-70 rubles per
month, while apartments in privete housss bring a highsr rental.
Administration officlals and workers have no difficulty in getting
apartments through official channels.

As of August 1951, most fﬁg@@ditiea such as bread, butter, and
clothing were in short supply &~Available merchandise was of the
poorest quality; shoes poorly made, usually with rubber scles;

and sults made of m*:ed or artificial (ersatz) material. -

The family unit exerts a major influence on the younger
genaration, and forms the core of native resistence. As yet,
schools have not bsen completely transformed inte instruments of
Communism, and the majority of teachers are still Lithuaniansa

whose indirect influencs on the pupils fosters reaistance to the
foreign yoke.,

Life in the towns and cities is tolerable;, and the R ang
ars . aking great efforts to raise the standard of living$
However, the Lithuanians are nelther influenced nor deceived by
these efforts and still maintain their desp-rooted desire for
filedom, :
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Collectivization of farms in Lithuania is regarded as a
calamity for the peasants. It was started on a large scale in
1948 and resched its peak during 1949. In 1951 a Lithuanian
displaced person reported that about 903 of the peasynts had
been forced to jJoin the collective farms, although the 15/
percentaze varied bstween different sections of the country 24
In the Vilnius region, for example, only about 30% of the peasants
were gffected, while in other districts representation was 100%.
The -firet ‘ndividuals forced to join the collective farms were
the village headmen and the more prosperous farnigrs.

o Y

Two German repatriates from Lithuania who lived in the area
of SIAILIAI and JUSKAICIA until May 1951 report that racruitment
of peasant to collective farms usually cccurs in the gpring
of the yea Only those who have personal property may enter a
collective farm; those without it are not accepled, even though.
the shortage of lsbor is acute. = :

The collective farm is managed by an elected chairman, usually
& native Lithuanian, who has comtrol over all work brigades, N
including even the bockkeeper. However, actual control is vested
in a Russian, commonly known as lieutenant-colonel { pedpolkovnik) .
This officlal is the local agent of the Ministry of Agriculture,
and it is he who decides what crops should be planted, the srea
and amount, o R

The small private farm-holder must pay a heavy amnual tax in
sddition to his compulsory delivery of agriculiural produce. The
rate of payment to the atate for land kept by the individua{xi%;mer
is sald to have increased markedly since the autumn of 1950 e
peasant who joins the collective movemont benefits by certain help
and privileges from the Soviets, and also pays lower taxes because
he is covered by a system &f taxation quite different from the
normal state tax. ' . e o '

Members of collsctive farms afe'givenvémall plots of grouad
for their own use and are pemmitted to keap cows and goats, but

not horses. They must feed their cattle from their own supply of
grain, and after making compulsory deliveries to the state, farmers

25X1A8a
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may sell their surplus produce on tha}bpen market. Twe price levels
prevail, ons which is the rate paid EV the state, théég}her is
whatever price the farmer can got. & the free market.

Farmers continue to live on their own individusl farms, but
they have not easily adjusted to the fact that their farms are now
comuon land, and that they are no longer owners of all the livestock.
They are apt to behave as though the property were still their owuly
trying to retain their horses, hervest their hay together, and divide
it among themseives. Since there is a graat shortage of labor, a
large portion of the grain is left unharvested. In gpite of this
scarcity of labor, farmers of 60 years or more may not be members of
the collactive farms. They gre not expslled, but are given half an
- acre of ground on which to live and support themselvass,

10

As of May 1951:‘{ge monthly salary of a common laborer was
reported as between 250 and 300 rubles, Farm laborers are paid
by werkdays. However, work scheduled for one workday ordinarily
requires at least two or more days to accomplish. Thus, a Kqlihoz
laborer very often completes not more than 100 workdays a year.
Lithuanian farmers despise the naw system, and resgé} the false
dmpression made by the Communist Lithuanian press that membzrship
in collective farms had been a voluntary matter. A farmer may $11
his own soil on Sundays or at night, though he must frequently work
on the collective farm until well into the night. A member of a
‘kolkhoz may not transfer to a factory for work, because his collee-

tive farm entrance pledge will not permit him to change his professien.

Members of collective farms receive identification papers which
§erve as passports. If a member wishes to travel he must fill out
a printed form given him by the farn chairman., On it he must indicatse
vhere, when, how, and for what, purpoge he wishes to travsl., As
these facts warrant, the collective fiiy.chairman writes out a travsl
certificate in the Russian language. '

Brery collective farm consists of 20 ¢r more fara units proviously
owned by individual farmers. Due to misianagement and inefriciency,
productivity has declined since collectivization, and tetanugptput
is far less than that of Lithusnia as an independent statef

Reaction of the Partizans against collectivization in 1950 was

reporied as strong, and their abusive treatment of those who Joined
the system temporarily retarded the process of collectivization.

won 5, [ T
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A Lithuanlan nationsl who cluims to have participated in
guerrilla activities in Lithuania, zzﬂorts that the Partisan
movement is the only reslstance movetdent in Lithuania open te
all who wish to lend active support to onppsition of the :
present Communist controlled governmentéﬁgghia movzament, developed
immedlately after occupation of the country by Soviet forces
during World War II, is inspired by patriotism and at present is
said to be under the lesadership of a former Lithuanian generalo

According to reports dated May 1951, the numbrical Btrengu§é/
of the Partisans grew steadily until the veginning of that year$
This steady increase in members was due to the hazards invelved

in returning to civilian life by former membera of the movement,
The report states that young men joined the Partisans for one of
three main purposes: to escaps military service, to ecircumvent
the threat of deportation, and because of collectivization of
agriculture. The group included a few women, most of whom were
employed in a secretarial capacity.

A formsr priscner of war also raports that cert«in trusted
individuals in towns and cities served as channals thrpugh whom
the Partisans could send messages or make connectionsiib%houah
without definite proof, it is believed that Partisan ECGONPIICuS
have been planted in all government offices.

Sabotage operations of sigr cance were rarsly undertakan by
the Partisans prior to May 1951 e reason for this was numerical
waeakness, as compared to the occupation forces, which precluded the
possibility of achieving lasting success. The only known act of
sabotage occurred during the period l9h7=19h8, when railroad tracks
located in the area of SIAULIAI-MAZEIKIAI were blown up. Otherwise,

"Partisan activity was confined almost exclusively to small raiding

expeditions on the kolkhozes, in order to obtain supplias,

Partisan activities aras antiuﬂuasian and anti--Communist, dirscted
ageinst all Russians, all Communist Lithuanians, and against all
informers and traitors. Reportedly, Partisans avoid battle with
Sovist troops except when there is no alternative. Whenever possible,
they retreat intc swamp areas whers they have consiructed under-water
log defenses which are incongpicuous and ‘offer safe refuge from

~ pursuit.

Informed persons report that there is another well orsanized
group of Partisans in Lithuania who, rather than fight, work as QZ/'
under-cover agents in kolhozes, factoriss and goverrment offices
They gathar information on Communists, and report their findings to

e Il H
SECURI TION
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the ficld units which are thereby guided in raids == killing
Party members and destroylng their prop*‘-*rt.yo

Before collectivization it was estlmated that &bout 90% 28
of the Lithuanian population was syznfsathet,ic to the movement
This resulted in a mutual exchange of services: the Partisans
were supplied with food and in return they assured refuge .
and protection in case of mnlestation by Soviet units., -After
collectivization was imposed, Partisan activities were seriously
hampered, inasmuch as farmers were unable to provide food and the
Partisans were compelled to- $hift for themselves in obtaining
necessary supplies. At the same time, Partisan influence became
evident in the stiffened resistance of the faruwers, and during
the deportation operations conducted by the Sovists, Partisans
rescued many who had been taken into custedy by t,heir overlonds.

Prior to August 195!, the Partisans were feared more than antie—
Partisan units. ~fartisens killed their opponents, and legal
punishment for aupportirg Partisan activity was impriaonmvnt or
dep@rtationo '

Acco'rding to a Ge‘:ma.n repatr‘iate, ‘Partisan leadera,uaually :
"wore the old Lithuanisn amy uniform; -membem of the movement in
general wore civilisn clothing, and espionags agents wore the
uniform of Soviet officers ring the winter months, white
cuter clothing and caps wers used as camouflage to blend with the
- snowvy lmdsmpen : ‘

According to chservations made by escapees from the Baltic
area as late as July 1951, the total numbsr of active Partisans
is unknown, Meﬁnty ls largely cdncentrated in small indi-
vidual unlts~These groups seldom include more than four or
five men, and in vecent ysars there has been no strong Partisen
activity of the type prevalent before 1947, when Partisans wers

able to cccupy ard hold villages. During the spring of 1951,
about twanty Pariisans raided the commubity of Baltriskes and
shot members of the local government owever, the usual type
of Partisan activity consiste in posting threats of viclence or
att.acking' Mdividua.la known as Communist collaborators.

These same escapeea report that until the middle of 1949, it
was customary for the Russians to exhibit bodies of persons exscuted
because of resintance, in the public squares. This practice has
besn discontinued, and autheorities are now attempting to control .
popular aid to Partisans by rigid enforcement of anti-Partisan laws.

pags 7, || R N~ - I
oEx1Agg.  SECURITY INF oN 1A

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP62-00865R000200130002-6



.

" Sanitized - Approved F 4é}glA-RDPez'goo865R600206"1"300J62-6

, , Voo :
In June 1951, a Lithuunian refugee Treported that the Partisans

are no longer well organized, and that, small groups now scem to have
uncertain contact with each other22fince the Soviets are attempting
to dissolve thess groups, Partisans must defend themselves as long
as possible, This Lithuanian infoywént feels that the Partisans
have become extremsly cruel, and that without hesitation they will
murder anyone suspected of being Communist or of having sympathetic
tendencies. : D : :

The sams source reports that -at present there is no apparent
evide..ce of organized passive resistance; nor is there any gsnaral
knowledge of illegal publications. In 1948 undergrournd leaflets
were occasionally distributed in the strests of Kaunas, sometimes
printed by students. One group was arrested because of carelessness
in distributing leaflets in churches. Efforts are now being mads
to organize illegal activities on a national scale. ~ '

Escapees from the Baltic area of USSR reported in July 1951
that thie, number of Russian civilians in Lithuania seemed very
large ugh estimates indicated that the populations of KLAIPEDA
and VILNIUS are about 75% Russian, KAUNAS, 35 - 40% Russian, and
PANGVEZYS (the Soviet military center in north central Lithuania)
about 50% Russian. ' ‘ A :

'

25X1X6 BRGNS inlcste that Lithuanians are now a unifled
poople~4The old political parties have either lost fhedr appeal
or have vanished from the national consclousness. It is genarally

~ admitted that the Smetona regime was not ‘a true democraey; rather,

- that it was a police state during the 1life of which farm workers
were grossly underpald. Today the tendency of the people inclines
toward the left, and, though opposed to Socialism as a political
philosophy, they quite naturally are sceking soclal reform, A -
strong movement for sccial justice and improved living conditions
has already been launched. R i o

So far as is possible to do so, Lithuanians are ignoring their ~
present government; their attention is focused on regainine indepen-
dence. Russians hold almost all the high government posts, out for
the Lithuanians who dq hold relalively important positions in the
government, membership in the Communist Party is not required.

- A well-educated Lithuanian national who arrived in the United ' §
States in January 1951 reports that the most significarnt political
groups now fighting Communism in Lithuania are the AKTIVISTAL (under

~ Roman Catholic sponsors » and the NEPRIKLAUSOMA ~ZvaiuVa
(Independent Lithuanis) “®During the German occupition wnese sroups’
were rivals, due to the German policy of divide-and=conquor. The
two groups were then fighting each other for government control, but
today they are apparently united in common cause - liberation of
thelr country from the Soviet yoke. R Lo
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S Although emigrs representatives enjoy the confidence of the
o majority of their fellow-countrymen, thp Partisans maintain that
S 1% 48 they who will have the desisive voice in the future govern-
mont of Lithuanis, and that the emigreg will have to accept sesond-
:ng ra:gomibnitb in the administrasion of the country sfter its
eTABION.,

For sdditional information and daﬁail ;4 | -
activity, ses 8 of recont Partisan
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